This chapter will examine how Seleucus attempted to develop a set of royal imagery that drew both on alexander and on a personal connection to Zeus, in order to justify his rule over the largest portion of alexander's empire. The limited contact that Seleucus' empire had with the Mediterranean between his retaking of Babylon (312 Bc) and the battle of Ipsus (301 Bc) may have affected how Seleucus presented himself to his largely non-Greek subjects. In this connection I believe that the horned rider coins that I will discuss not only depict a Macedonian king but also draw on traditional local iconography. In the first instance, however, after successfully gaining a Mediterranean foothold with his victory at Ipsus, Seleucus was forced not only to rely on his personal connection to his citizens at Babylon and subjects further east, but also to compete directly with his former allies and other successors to alexander: lysimachus, King of Thrace, and Ptolemy, King of egypt. Both of these could claim a closer connection to alexander as they had held high positions within alexander's inner circle. To succeed in his position-at least as far as the contest over imagery was concerned-Seleucus chose to continue many of alexander's traditional coin types even after he took a royal title, as did the other successors. at the same time, however, Seleucus also began to create new personal connections to the traditional Macedonian royal god, Zeus. Seleucus was therefore able to legitimate his rule both through his connections to alexander and through his own role as a Zeus-favoured king.
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Please as we will see Seleucus developed his own iconography, but he also drew on alexander's imagery in order to justify his rule. although portraits of alexander are relatively rare on Seleucus' coinage, when they are used they can readily be explained. alexander is only clearly identifiable on the coins from three mints, Susa, ecbatana, and a mint most likely at Babylon, all minted ca. 300-298 Bc (see Table) .1 The gold coinage from these three mints featuring alexander is not on the more common attic weight standard but on the Persian standard, suggesting that that the coins were designed only for circulation in the east. The design on the gold coinage from the three mints is nearly identical: the obverse features the head of alexander facing right in an elephant headdress with the paws tied around the neck in imitation of alexander's Heracles type. The reverse features a standing nike facing the left, holding
